
APUSH Summer Reading 

Dear AP U.S. History Students and Parents, 
 

You have a wonderful adventure ahead of you next year as you study American history 
and prepare for the AP U.S. History exam. The summer assignments described in the following 
pages are designed to give you a head start on the year and increase your knowledge and 
understanding of history. The first three assignments are mandatory, to be completed and 
turned in on the first day of school. 

 
Please order your new textbook, Kennedy’s The American Pageant, 15th edition by 

Kennedy, Cohen, and Bailey. Several of this year’s students are selling used books for $60-100. 
If you don’t buy a used book, I suggest the hardcover edition so that you may be able to re-sell it 
to the incoming class of the following year. You can find it on Amazon, Half.com, and other 
online book retailers.  
 
Your summer assignment will consist of 3 parts: 

Part I: Read the first 5 chapters of The American Pageant. 
1. Answer the reading questions for each chapter. Answer each question thoroughly, in pen, 

using complete sentences.  
2. Define each term on the study guide for Chapters 1-5. This can be typed. 

Part II: Create a comparison chart to compare and contrast the Spanish and English in their 
colonizing efforts. Include information about the treatment of Native Americans, politics, 
religion, and economic development. Leave room on your chart for France, which was the third 
country to colonize the New World. We will read about the French in Chapter 6. 

Part III: Memorize the list of key dates attached. There will be a quiz the first day of class. 

(Optional) Part IV: Read Rise to Rebellion by Jeff Shaara, and record a book review. Your 
book review should be a 4-5 minute video considering the following questions: 
• Identify the author and title of the book. Give the objective or purpose of the book as stated 

by the author. What are the thesis or main arguments of the book?  
• What evidence does the author use to support the thesis? Is the author convincing? Give 

examples from the book to support your statements. Give verbal citations including the 
chapter, context, and page numbers from which your example appears.  

• Evaluate the book. What did you learn from it? How did it make you think? If you have 
read other books on the same subject, make a comparison. 

When you complete your book review, share it with me through Google Drive: jon.shieh@tka.org 

 
Be prepared to turn in your summer assignments the first day of school. Enjoy your 

reading this summer!  
 

       Sincerely,  
Jonathan Shieh 
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ASSIGNMENT #1: SUMMER READING QUESTIONS 
Answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper, handwritten, completely and thoughtfully.  
 
Chapter 1 

1. What conditions existed in what is today the United States that made it “fertile ground” 
for a great nation? 

2. As you read the chapter, list as many factors as you can which led to the Age of 
Exploration in the 1500’s and 1600’s. 

3. Explain the positive and negative effects of the Columbian Exchange. 
4. Were the conquistadores great men? Explain. 
5. Were the conquistadores’ motives successfully fulfilled? Explain. 
6. What is the “Black Legend” and to what extent does our text agree with it? 

 
Chapter 2 

1. Why was England slow to establish New World colonies? 
2. What steps from 1575-1600 brought England closer to colonizing the New World? 
3. Explain how conditions in England around 1600 made it “ripe” to colonize North America. 
4. Give at least three reasons that so many of the Jamestown settlers died. 
5. What factors led to the poor relations between Europeans and Native Americans in Virginia? 
6. “By 1620 Virginia has already developed many of the features that were important to it 

two centuries later.” Explain. 
7. In what ways was Maryland different from Virginia? 
8. What historical consequences resulted from the cultivation of sugar instead of tobacco in 

the British colonies in the West Indies? 
9. In what ways was Georgia unique among the Southern colonies? 

 
Chapter 3 

1. How did John Calvin’s teachings result in some Englishmen wanting to leave England? 
2. Explain the factors that contributed to the success of the Plymouth colony. 
3. Why did the Puritans come to America? 
4. How democratic was the Massachusetts Bay Colony? Explain. 
5. What happened to people whose religious beliefs differed from others in the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony? 
6. How was Rhode Island different from Massachusetts? 
7. In what ways did the British North American colonies reflect their mother country? 
8. Why did hostilities arise between Puritans and Native Americans? What was the result? 
9. Assess the following statement: “The British colonies were beginning to grow closer to 

each other by 1700.” 
10. How did events in England affect the New England colonies’ development? 
11. Explain how settlement by the Dutch led to the type of city that New York is today. 
12. What did William Penn and other Quakers experience that would make them want a 

colony in America? 
13. What do the authors mean when they say that the middle colonies were the “most 

American?”  
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Chapter 4 
1. “Life in the American wilderness was nasty, brutish, and short for the earliest 

Chesapeake settlers.” Explain. 
2. What conditions in Virginia made the colony right for the importation of indentured servants? 
3. Who is most to blame for Bacons’ rebellion, the upper class or the lower class? Explain. 
4. Describe slave culture and contributions. 
5. Describe southern culture in the colonial period, noting social classes. 
6. What was it like to be a women in New England? 
7. Explain the significance of the New England towns to the culture there. 
8. What was the halfway covenant and why was it needed? 
9. How did the environment shape the culture of New England? 
10. How much equality was evident in the colonies? 

 
Chapter 5 

1. What was the significance of the tremendous growth of population in Britain’s North 
American colonies? 

2. What was the significance of large numbers of immigrants from places other than England? 
3. Assess the degree of social mobility (ability to move from one social class to another) in 

the colonies. 
4. How did the history of the Scots-Irish affect their characteristics? 
5. Describe some of the more important occupations in the colonies. 
6. What was the Great Awakening? List some of its results. 
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ASSIGNMENT #1: STUDY GUIDE, CHAPTER 1-5 
First, create a chart on who founded each colony and why 
Example:  
Massachusetts 
Bay Colony 

John 
Winthrop 

(Why) 

 
 
Next, fill out the following terms as you read. I recommend typing so you can transfer them into 
flashcards in the future. 
 
Treatment of Native Americans by 
Europeans 
Jamestown – reasons for early failure, 
success 
Maryland Act of Toleration 
Mayflower Compact 
William Bradford 
Great Migration 
Anne Hutchinson 
Antinomianism 
John Winthrop 
Roger Williams 
Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 
Navigation Acts 
Benign/Salutary Neglect 
New England Confederation 
Dominion of New England 
Sir Edmund Andros 
Headright System 

Bacon’s Rebellion 
Paxton Boys 
Regulator Movement 
Middle passage 
Triangle trade 
Conditions of slavery in America 
Conditions of women in the colonies 
Half-Way Covenant 
Massachusetts School of Law of 1647 (Ye 
old deluder Satan act) 
Harvard 
Indentured Servants 
Great Awakening 
Enlightenment 
Jonathan Edwards 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 
George Whitefield 
John Peter Zenger 
Freemen 

 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT #2: Comparison Chart 
Create a chart to compare and contrast the Spanish and English in their colonizing efforts. 
Include information about the treatment of Native Americans, politics, religion, and economic 
development. Leave a third column blank on your chart for France, which we will use to 
compare French colonialism at the beginning of the school year.  
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SOME KEY DATES IN U. S. HISTORY 
 

It can be helpful to know a few key dates as benchmarks so that other events and issues will fall into place as we approach 
our studies during the course of the year.  Thus, you are asked to memorize the following dates by our first day of class and 
then you are expected to remember them for the rest of your life. 
 
1607 Jamestown founded  First permanent English settlement in North America 
 
1619 First African-Americans  Beginning of the slave trade and of sectional problems for the country. 
 
1630-1640 Puritan migration  Great Migration 
 
1763      End of French and Indian War         End of Salutary Neglect and beginning of taxation and troops in colonies 
 
1776 Declaration of Independence Revolutionary War has been going on for one year—Jefferson writes 
 
1783 Revolution Ends   Treaty of Paris provides recognition for the United States as a new nation. 
 
1787 Constitution written  Articles of Confederation fail, New government established, ratified 1789 
 
1791  Bill of Rights   First 10 Amendments to the Constitution guarantee individual liberties. 
 
1803 Louisiana Purchase  U. S. is doubled in size as expansion fever begins. 
 
1828-1848 Jacksonian Era    
 
1846 War with Mexico   Culmination of Manifest Destiny with southwest land added. 
 
1861 Civil War Begins   Sectional strife finally leads to a 4 year war—slavery is just one issue. 
 
1868 14th Amendment   Guarantees equal protection of the laws—used frequently today. 
 
1869 1st Transcontinental Railroad Nation’s size becomes more practical and Asia becomes more important. 
 
1877 End of Reconstruction  Ends in large part due to the Compromise of 1877 
 
1898 Spanish-American War  U. S. becomes an imperialist power. 
 
1914 World War One Begins  Isolationist, the U. S. declares neutrality—but we weren’t really neutral 
 
1917 U. S. Enters WW I  U. S. is drawn into “The war to end all wars”—or so we said at the time. 
 
1920 19th Amendment   Women are finally given the right to vote. 
 
1929 Stock Market Crash  A symptom of the problems leading to the Great Depression. 
 
1933 New Deal Begins   FDR’s response to the depression changes the country forever. 
 
1939 World War II Begins  Just 20 years after the First World War the world is fighting again. 
 
1941 U. S. Enters WW II  Attack on Pearl Harbor brings the U. S. into the fighting. 
 
1945 United Nations Formed  WW II ends, U. S. is a central power in the 2nd attempt at world peace-keeping.  
 
1954 Brown v. Board of Education Court case sparks the modern civil rights movement. 
 
1964 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution  U. S. begins major escalation of involvement in Viet Nam. 
 
1974 Nixon Resignation  Watergate affair leads to resignation to avoid impeachment 


