
 

AP Statistics! 
 

 Teacher: Mr. Palm Email: rick.palm@tka.org 
 Classroom: P23  Home Phone: (408) 973-0114 

 
Welcome to AP Statistics!  I am looking forward to digging into this fascinating and practical topic with you!  
Unlike your previous math courses, Statistics is an applied-math discipline.  As such, we will be looking at 
lots of applications of statistical techniques to different fields, working on analyzing and explaining.   
 

You have two assignments for the summer:  (1) acquire a calculator and cable, and (2) acquire a textbook. 

Calculator 
We will be making extensive use of graphing calculators in class.  You will need them for homework, quizzes 
and tests.  Your calculator must be one of the following:  

TI 83 Plus – designed for AP Statistics, the TI-83 Plus has almost everything you need.  It is missing a couple 
of functions that are included in the TI 84, which will require you to use a table or a bit more work. 

TI 84 Plus – first choice for AP Statistics, the TI 84 Plus is a good general-purpose graphing calculator, 
usable on SAT, AP, and ACT exams.  Examples in the text use these calculators.  

TI 89 Titanium – this calculator is more powerful, in that it can do symbolic manipulation.  It is usable on 
SAT and AP exams, but not for the ACT.  Some college math classes prohibit the use of this 
calculator.  The statistics functions for the TI-89 are a free application.  This application offers a few 
more features than the TI-84, but is not as well integrated (so you have to push a few more buttons), 
and it uses a tiny font, so it can be challenging to read. 

You will need a cable to link your calculator to a computer.  For the TI 83, you will need the TI Connectivity 
Kit, which you can get at Fry’s or other well-stocked office-supply stores.  For the other calculators, you need 
a USB cable with a mini-USB connector on one end.  The one that comes with the TI 84 will be fine; if you 
don’t have it, you can get a compatible cable at Fry’s or other electronics store. 

You must have your calculator by the second week of classes. 

Textbook 
The textbook we will be using is 
 

Stats: Modeling the World, Bock, Velleman, De Veaux, Second Edition, AP Edition (2007), Pearson-
Addison Wesley.  ISBN 0-13-187621-X.   

 
Make sure you get the second edition (with the fish on the cover).  You don’t need the CD that comes with 
the book, just the text.  You can find them on amazon.com, half.com, and textbooks.com, among others—just 
search for the ISBN number above.   
 

You need to have your text by the first day of classes, as we will have homework from the text starting on our 
first day. 

Practice Exam 
We will have a practice exam, which will also be your final exam.  The date will be announced 
during the first week of classes. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
 


