
TKA Summer Reading Challenge 2022
10th Grade

The TKA Summer Reading Challenge is an optional summer reading list created by our library and English
faculty. By participating, you will have the opportunity to write personalized, mini-reviews of these books
available through a Google Form found on the TKA website. For each review written (up to 5), you will be
entered into the summer reading raffle with a variety of fun prizes! For example, five reviews equals five
raffle entries. Complete the review HERE. So, keep your brain engaged over the summer break, bond with some
of your classmates over literature, and get featured on the shelves of the library!

Fiction:

Beasts of Prey by Ayana Gray
If you like mythology with a twist of magic, this book may interest you. This is the first
book of a trilogy, about Koffi, a teen indentured at the Night Zoo caring for magical
creatures. A fire breaks out in the zoo where she escapes and meets Ekon, destined to be
an elite warrior but not there yet. Their goal is to capture the mystical beast Shetani but
each secretly has their own unspoken motives for doing so. However, in the end, they will
discover more than they bargained for. Please note, this contains violence and torture.

Cyrano De Bergerac by Rostand Edmund
Making another appearance on your reading list because a reimagined film version of this
drama will be released this summer with Peter Dinklage as Cyrano! Originally written in
French, this drama follows a love triangle of Cyrano, Roxanne, and Christian. Cyrano has
found himself in the friend zone with Roxanne as his physical appearance is less than
desirable. Christian finds himself unable to express his feelings for Roxanne, and the
drama unfolds in this romance that has both comedy and tragedy and is referenced in
modern literature and film nearly as often as Romeo and Juliet.

I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys
Taking place less than 35 years ago, this story follows Cristian, a seventeen-year-old
growing up in communist Romania. Dangers abound which Cristian is constantly
reminded of when the secret police force him into becoming an informer for them…or
else. Will Cristian betray all his loved ones or will he embark on what is sure to be the
most dangerous mission of all--overthrowing the government and the tyrannical
Ceaușescu's reign? Please note, this contains a few minor swear words.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJjg2Lg_5o2yAUwasJNC55EKsjXM9sR8ZlRPW4tjlhkcNjqw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Lovely War by Julie Berry
It's a bummer when your life is played with by Aphrodite and Hephaestus. Unbeknownst,
to two couples in the middle of World War I that is precisely what occurs. It seems like
fate when Hazel and James meet and begin to fall for each other…only moments before
James is about to be deployed to the trenches of Europe. For Collette, the survivor of a
massacre, and Aubrey, a Black American soldier, the odds are even more unlikely. And
yet, love finds a way…Please note, this contains references to hate crimes and battle
scenes.

That Hideous Strength C.S. Lewis
If you love dystopian fiction, this book might just be for you. It is the third installment in
Lewis' lesser-known space trilogy, but this novel stands on its own. It is a highly
engrossing tale of a sinister technocratic organization gaining power throughout Europe
with an elaborate plan to "recondition" society, and it is up to Dr. Ransom and his friends
to squelch this threat by applying age-old wisdom to a new universe dominated by science.

The Princess Bride by William Goldman
If you loved Shrek, you might also love this satirical fairytale adventure.  With hilarious
asides from the author (that are a MUST READ to fully appreciate the book's brilliant
humor) you might just find yourself laughing out loud, whilst still sitting in suspense of
the narrative's epic twists and turns. Don't skip the introduction, nor the epilogue!! They
bring the story full circle in a way the movie does not!

The Red Palace by June Hur
If you enjoy historical fiction with a murder mystery twist, this book is for you. Set in
Korea in 1758, Hyeon, an eighteen-year-old girl, illegitimately born, is earning her place
as a palace nurse. She has a good job but longs for her estranged father’s approval.
Hyeon’s closest mentor is the prime suspect of four women's murders. Hyeon meets Eojin,
Inspector Police, and joins with him in search of the murderer but more victims are being
killed as the plot thickens. Please note, this contains graphic violence

The Scarlet Pimpernel by Emmuska Orczy
If you enjoyed A Tale of Two Cities, this classic novel may inspire you to revisit revolutionary
France as an actress must decide who she can trust, and who she must spy on. The novel is set
during the Reign of Terror following the start of the French Revolution. The title is the pseudonym
of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to
the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop,
but in reality a formidable swordsman and a quick-thinking master of disguise and escape artist.
The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of his secret identity. He is
known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel.

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2893961.Emmuska_Orczy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reign_of_Terror


A Separate Peace by John Knowles
An American classic and great bestseller for over thirty years, A Separate Peace is
timeless in its description of adolescent life in an East Coast boys boarding school during
World War II. The novel explores the story of two unlikely friends: Gene, a lonely,
introverted intellectual, and Phineas, a handsome, charismatic, daredevil athlete. How will
the backdrop of looming war affect their friendship? How will it affect their rise to
adulthood?

Six Crimson Cranes by Elizabeth Lim
If you like fairy tales with dragons, quests with a twist of magical conspiracy, this book is
for you. This first in a duology is about a princess of Kiata who has forbidden magic in her
veins. Shiori has been concealing it well until the betrothal of her marriage and loses
control. Her stepmother Raikama has dark magic, overtakes the throne, and banishes her
brothers, turning them into cranes. Shiori begins a journey to embrace her magic and
change her brothers back no matter what the cost, even if it includes trusting a boy she
fought hard not to marry.

Soldier X by Don L. Wulffson
On his 16th birthday, Erik Brandt is sent to war for Germany. Having been part of Hitler’s Youth
for the last few years to keep the government from looking too closely at his family, going to war
was not a surprise. This book is set during WWII Germany and it is an amazing story about a very
young soldier who is torn between his Russian heritage and his German home. If you like books
about war, this is the book for you! If you don’t like books about war, this is still the book for you!
If you don’t like books, this one just might change your mind! It is set during the war, but it is also
about fantastic characters and their relationships. There is suspense, adventure, self preservation,
loyalty to family, and likable characters stuck in bad circumstances.

Watership Down by Richard Adams
Beware! This is not a cutesy story about rabbits. Instead, it's a harrowing adventure about
a group of rabbits that must band together as humans seek to destroy their homes. This
story has something for everyone--action, deep characterization, fierce friendship, and
surprising depth. Is it an allegory for something more? You decide.

The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins
Are you a fan of Sherlock Holmes stories? How about gothic horror? If so, you will surely
enjoy this creepy story where an art teacher stumbles upon a desperately frightened
woman on an eerie, moonlit road. Who is this woman and who is after her? Unfortunately,
for the art teacher, his future employer just might be involved…Although not for the faint
of heart (it's over 650 pages!) it's completely worth it.

Nonfiction:

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/233428.Don_L_Wulffson


The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna and the Race to Understand Our Genetic Code
by Walter Isaacson & adapted by Sara Durand (comes out May 2022)
This young readers' edition of Walter Isaacson's 2021 book explores Jennifer Doudna's
groundbreaking work in gene editing. For those interested in learning more about
CRISPR, genetic diseases, and cutting edge science this is for you! Besides the length (336
vs 536 pages), the main difference between the young readers' edition and the original
book is the simplification of the scientific language, making this version accessible for
readers of all ages and interest levels.

Just Mercy: Young Reader's Edition by Bryan Stevenson
Follow a young black lawyer on a journey to work with some of the most disenfranchised,
misrepresented groups in the prison system. A modern day, real-life Atticus Finch, Bryan
Stevensen will offer a harrowing insider's view into the challenges of the modern justice
and prison systems.

Quiet by Susan Cain
A book about the power of introverts in a world that can’t stop talking. In Quiet, Susan
Cain argues that we dramatically undervalue introverts and shows how much we lose in
doing so. She charts the rise of the Extrovert Ideal throughout the twentieth century and
explores how deeply it has come to permeate our culture. One chapter takes place locally
in Cupertino

Symphony for the City of the Dead by M.T. Anderson
This chilling read recounts the three year siege of Leningrad (now named St. Petersburg)
by the Nazis. As the people starved and privations were rampant, composer Dmitri
Shostakovich would create a symphony that would embody what the people, and the
country, was experiencing. This symphony would end up changing the world, reminding
us that music has not only a prominent part in history, but one that cuts to the very soul.
This book was a National Book Award nominee for Young People's Literature. Note that
the audiobook includes snippets of the Leningrad symphony in it.


