
TKA Summer Reading Challenge 2022
7th Grades

The TKA Summer Reading Challenge is an optional summer reading list created by our library and English
faculty. By participating, you will have the opportunity to write personalized, mini-reviews of these books
available through a Google Form found on the TKA website. For each review written (up to 5), you will be
entered into the summer reading raffle with a variety of fun prizes! For example, five reviews equals five
raffle entries. Complete the review HERE. So, keep your brain engaged over the summer break, bond with some
of your classmates over literature, and get featured on the shelves of the library!

Fiction:

Ahmed Aziz's Epic Year by Nina Hamza
Ahmed Aziz is an underachiever who is having an epic year…epically bad! Due to his father’s
failing health, his family moves from Hawaii to Minnesota where he feels very out of place.
Through the help of his family and some new friends, he is able to overcome many obstacles
and comes to terms with being his best self. If you like stories about being wrongfully accused,
kids that don’t like learning, and epic friendships, then you will love this book!

Amari and the Night Brothers by BB Alston
If you like Harry Potter, Artemis Fowl, Alex Rider or Men in Black, then you will love this
book! There are so many books that retell fairy tales or use fairy tale elements, but this one
feels fresh and different while, somehow, still feeling familiar and comfortable. Amari’s
brother, Quinton, has been missing for more than a year, so she was very surprised when she
found out that he had nominated her to attend a summer tryout at the secretive Bureau of
Supernatural Affairs where she discovers that there is more to our world than she ever
imagined. This book is exciting, relatable, hilarious, and sweet. Read it now and be ready for
the sequel coming out in August!

City Spies by James Ponti
Sara Martinez is a hacker. She recently broke into the New York City foster care system to
expose her foster parents as cheats and lawbreakers. However, instead of being hailed as a
hero, Sara finds herself facing years in a juvenile detention facility and banned from using
computers for the same stretch of time. Enter Mother, a British spy who not only gets Sara
released from jail but also offers her a chance to make a home for herself within a secret MI6
agency. First in a series.

The False Prince by Jennifer A Nielsen
In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner devises a
cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet
prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage.
Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet he must be chosen to play
the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. First
in the The Ascendance Quartet Series.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJjg2Lg_5o2yAUwasJNC55EKsjXM9sR8ZlRPW4tjlhkcNjqw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar
Tamaya and Marshall decide to take a detour through the woods in order to avoid the school
bully, Chad. What they find there is something far more sinister than a fight with Chad…This
short book is a definite page turner and by the same author that brought you Holes!

Ghost by Jason Reynolds
If you love sports fiction, this title might be for you. Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from
wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But there
are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team - a team that could qualify them
for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they
also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. First book in a quartet.

New from Here by Kelly Yang (7)
Knox is dismayed when he discovers that his parents have plans to move from Hong Kong to
California in order to escape COVID-19. He is especially devastated when he learns his best
friend, his dad, will need to stay behind for work. Things become even tougher when Knox and
his family face anti-Asian hate in their new home and the virus that everyone thought wouldn't
affect the United States starts to grow…Can Knox find a way to make a new life for himself?
Will his family always be separated?

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
Melody is clever and has an awesome sense of humor. Too bad no one else knows it since she
trapped in her own body with no way to communicate. Stuck in a class with other children with
severe learning differences, Melody is bored and frustrated. When new technology allows her
the chance to finally communicate it's like a breath of fresh air for her. But not everyone is
ready to get to know the real Melody… First in a series.

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
Tree-Ear is over the moon when the master potter in his village decides to take him on as an
apprentice. Even though it means a lot of grueling work, Tree-Ear is determined to live up to
expectations. But when he is selected to be the one to deliver a priceless piece of porcelain to
the royal court he wonders if he will succeed…

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
London is about to be bombed by the Nazis. This common piece of knowledge sends parents
scrambling to get their children out of the city and into the countryside where they know they
will be safe. Ada's mother is no exception…at least when it comes to Ada's little brother Jamie.
But Ada's mother won't lift a finger to help Ada since she assumes no one will want a little girl
with a club foot. Ada, however, refuses to be left behind and separated from her beloved
brother. Will a family take them both in? What kind of future will Ada have when she can't do
farmwork? First in a series.



This Town is Not All Right by MK Krys
Beacon and Everleigh are not thrilled when their father accepts a job in the remote town of
Driftwood Harbor. Despite his insistence that it is an adventure and a new start, the twins are
creeped out by the townspeople and bored by the lack of extracurricular options. Soon,
however, Everleight settles in…a little too well in Beacon's opinion. But when he tries to bring
her personality shift up with his father he's dismissed. Something is seriously off about the
town but with only a social outcast fellow kid believing him, what can he do? First in a series.

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
Jim Hawkins is bored helping out at his mother's inn until one of the patrons is handed a black
spot, marking him for death. Soon after, Jim finds himself setting out on a sea voyage in search
of buried treasure. Before he can reach it, however, he will face mutiny, pirates, and a
shipwreck.

Nonfiction:

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Cailtin Alifirenka, Martin
Ganda & Liz Welch
Letter writing has been rediscovered in the age of COVID-19 but have you ever wondered what
it would be like to have a life changing correspondence with a stranger? This true life story
details two teens paired up as penpals for a school assignment. Neither could possibly guess the
life altering changes this would cause…

Ugly by Robert Hoge
Did you love reading Wonder by R. J. Palacio? Then you will love reading this inspiring true
life story about a young Australian boy who grows up with a facial deformity. Funny and
heartfelt, this is a must read for everyone.

What It's Like to Be a Dog: And Other Adventures in Animal Neuroscience by Gregory Berns
Have you ever wondered what your pet is thinking when they gaze up at you with soulful eyes?
What about wild animals? While we can never be 100% certain, this book uses science to figure
it out.

While I Was Away by Waka T Brown
The summer before seventh grade, Waka Brown is shocked to learn that her parents are going to
send her to Japan for five months in order to learn Japanese! Not only will all her summer plans
be derailed but she'll miss the first few months of the new school year! While she enjoys
spending time with the Japanese side of her family, it's definitely a culture shock. Will she find
a way to connect with her new classmates? Will her American friends actually write to her?

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1825122.Gregory_Berns

