
TKA Summer Reading Challenge 2022
9th Grade

The TKA Summer Reading Challenge is an optional summer reading list created by our library and English
faculty. By participating, you will have the opportunity to write personalized, mini-reviews of these books
available through a Google Form found on the TKA website. For each review written (up to 5), you will be
entered into the summer reading raffle with a variety of fun prizes! For example, five reviews equals five
raffle entries. Complete the review HERE. So, keep your brain engaged over the summer break, bond with some
of your classmates over literature, and get featured on the shelves of the library!

Fiction:

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie
This author nearly defines the cozy murder mystery genre; several of her books have recently
been turned to film including Death on the Nile, and Murder on the Orient Express. This
thriller is one of her all time favorites, as ten guests are invited to a remote island mansion for
an upscale weekend get-away only to discover that there will be no way to escape the island,
and there is a murderer among them, killing guests one at a time.

Cyrano De Bergerac by Edmund Rostand
Making another appearance on your reading list because a reimagined film version of this
drama will be released this summer with Peter Dinklage as Cyrano! Originally written in
French, this drama follows a love triangle of Cyrano, Roxanne, and Christian. Cyrano has
found himself in the friend zone with Roxanne as his physical appearance is less than
desirable. Christian finds himself unable to express his feelings for Roxanne, and the drama
unfolds in this romance that has both comedy and tragedy and is referenced in modern
literature and film nearly as often as Romeo and Juliet.

The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee
By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for a wealthy Atlanta family. By
night, Jo is a newspaper advice columnist under the name “Miss Sweetie.”  When her column
becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, but
she's not prepared for the backlash that follows as her opponents clamor to uncover the secret
identity of Miss Sweetie.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government
agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender"
Wiggin is drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training. First in a series.
Contains some strong language.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJjg2Lg_5o2yAUwasJNC55EKsjXM9sR8ZlRPW4tjlhkcNjqw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Life of PI by Yann Martel
An adventure survival story of a teenage boy, Piscine Patel nicknamed Pi embarks on an
unexpected journey from growing up in a zoo in India and somehow tragedy strikes when the
cargo ship he was on sinks. He ended up stranded on the Pacific Ocean on a lifeboat with a
hyena, wounded zebra, an orangutan and Bengal tiger. Contains: graphic animal killings.

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
Ghosts, guns, the ghetto and an award-winning novel in verse, Long Way Down follows
Shawn, whose older brother has been shot. Dead. Will feels a sadness so great, he can’t explain
it. But he won’t stand for this injustice in his neighborhood. Contains some strong language.

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He
knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count
on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not
on much else besides trouble with a vicious rival gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is
beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night
someone takes things too far.

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Every
day she rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school where she feels like an
outsider. An invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls isn’t
quite the inclusion she was looking for.

You Bring the Distant Near by Mitali Perkins
Using humor and heart, this novel captures the immigrant experience for one Indian-American
family. Told in alternating teen voices across three generations, You Bring the Distant Near
explores sisterhood, first loves, friendship, and the inheritance of culture--for better or worse.
This book asks, "what does it mean to be American enough?" "What do you do when you are
torn between two cultures?"

The Wave by Todd Strasser
At only 138 pages, The Wave is a quick read but no less chilling. Based on an actual event at
Palo Alto High (just a stone's throw away from TKA), what happens in one high school history
class in 1969 still has connections to events in the present day. When Burt Ross, a well liked
history teacher, decides to run a social experiment to show his high schoolers how ordinary



people bought into Nazi propaganda during World War II things go horribly wrong…

Nonfiction:

Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance by Simone Biles (9)
The official autobiography from four-time Olympic gold-winning and record-setting American
gymnast Simone Biles, Simone shares how her faith, family, passion, and perseverance has
made her one of the top athletes and gymnasts in the world—and how you too can overcome
challenges in your life.

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom
If you loved The Diary of Anne Frank, you will appreciate this story of survival during the Nazi
occupation of Poland. Corrie’s family were in Christian ministry and felt called to hide Jews in
their home. For this, they put their own lives in severe jeopardy.

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She
was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few
expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an
extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United
Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the
youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny and the Fight for Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin
On July 17, 1944, a massive explosion rocked the segregated Navy base at Port Chicago,
California, killing more than 300 sailors who were at the docks, critically injuring off-duty
men in their bunks, and shattering windows up to a mile away. On August 9th, 244 men
refused to go back to work until unsafe and unfair conditions at the docks were addressed.
When the dust settled, fifty were charged with mutiny, facing decades in jail and even
execution.

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune by Pamela S Turner (9)
A samurai fights for honor and survival. This stirring narrative nonfiction book recounts the rise
of Minamoto Yoshitsune from seemingly doomed infant to immortal warrior-hero (and one of
the most famous samurai in Japanese history). Acclaimed author Pamela S. Turner delivers all
the drama, romance, and tragedy of the original story--with delightfully dry wit and a healthy
dose of modern perspective. Gorgeous ink paintings by celebrated graphic-novelist Gareth
Hinds complete this irresistible package. Contains graphic battle scenes.

Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World War II by Albert Marrin (9)
If you read Farewell to Manzanar, and are interested in learning more about this unbelievable
event when the American government rounded up over 100,000 of its own citizens based on
nothing more than their ancestry and, suspicious of their loyalty, kept them in internment camps
for the better part of four years. How could this have happened? Uprooted takes a close look at

https://www.amazon.com/Malala-Yousafzai/e/B00EZMLL5W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


the history of racism in America and carefully follows the treacherous path that led one of our
nation’s most beloved presidents to make this decision.


