
TKA Summer Reading Challenge 2021
7th & 8th Grades

The TKA Summer Reading Challenge is an optional summer reading list created by our library and English
faculty. By participating, you will have the opportunity to write personalized, mini-reviews of these books
which may be featured on the library shelves for student-to-student recommendations. Please handwrite your
reviews by printing out the Shelf-Talker Summer Reading Review Form. For each review written (up to
5), you will be entered into the summer reading raffle with a variety of fun prizes! For example, five
reviews equals five raffle entries. So, keep your brain engaged over the summer break, bond with some of your
classmates over literature, and get featured on the shelves of the library!

Fiction:

● Ali Cross by James Patterson.
○ Ali Cross has always looked up to his father, former detective and FBI agent Alex Cross. While

solving some of the nation's most challenging crimes, his father always kept his head and did the
right thing. Can Ali have the same strength and resolve when his own best friend is reported
missing? First in a series.

● City Spies by James Ponti
○ Sara Martinez is a hacker. She recently broke into the New York City foster care system to

expose her foster parents as cheats and lawbreakers. However, instead of being hailed as a hero,
Sara finds herself facing years in a juvenile detention facility and banned from using computers
for the same stretch of time. Enter Mother, a British spy who not only gets Sara released from
jail but also offers her a chance to make a home for herself within a secret MI6 agency. First in a
series.

● The False Prince by Jennifer A Nielsen
○ In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner devises a

cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet
prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage.
Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet he must be chosen to play the
prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. First in
the The Ascendance Quartet Series.

● Ghost by Jason Reynolds
○ If you love sports fiction, this title might be for you. Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from

wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are
also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team - a team that could qualify them for
the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also
have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. First book in a quartet.

● The Good War by Todd Strasser
○ There's a new after school club at Ironville Middle School. Ms. Peterson agrees to be the staff

sponsor to an esports club where students are allowed to play the edgy first person shooter, The
Good War, based on World War II. They are divided into two teams: Axis and Allies. But what
starts out as a friendly competition, takes an unexpected turn for the worse when one player takes
the game too far.

https://www.tka.org/uploaded/Fall_Registration_Forms/Fall_2021/Shelf-Talker_Summer_Reading_Form_2021.pdf


● The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien
○ Don’t miss this classic novel: Bilbo Baggins enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely

traveling farther than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his contentment is disturbed
when the wizard Gandalf and a company of thirteen dwarves arrive on his doorstep to whisk him
away on a journey to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very
dangerous dragon.

● A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
○ Tree-Ear is over the moon when the master potter in his village decides to take him on as an

apprentice. Even though it means a lot of grueling work, Tree-Ear is determined to live up to
expectations. But when he is selected to be the one to deliver a priceless piece of porcelain to the
royal court he wonders if he will succeed...

Nonfiction:

● Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson
○ Based on rare archival material, trial manuscripts, and interviews, CHASING LINCOLN'S

KILLER is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild
twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and
into the forests of Virginia. (Others in the same series: Chasing King’s Killer, and The President’s
Been Shot).

● I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Cailtin Alifirenka, Martin Ganda &
Liz Welch

○ Letter writing has been rediscovered in the age of COVID-19 but have you ever wondered what
it would be like to have a life changing correspondence with a stranger? This true life story
details two teens paired up as penpals for a school assignment. Neither could possibly guess the
life altering changes this would cause...

● Ugly by Robert Hoge
○ Did you love reading Wonder by R. J. Palacio? Then you will love reading this inspiring true life

story about a young Australian boy who grows up with a facial deformity.

● What It's Like to Be a Dog: And Other Adventures in Animal Neuroscience by Gregory Berns
○ Have you ever wondered what your pet is thinking when they gaze up at you with soulful eyes?

What about wild animals? While we can never be 100% certain, this book uses science to figure
it out.

● You Were Made to Make a Difference by Max Lucado
○ You are never too young to do something life changing for someone else. Sometimes it's in a

small way, sometimes a big one. This book explores all those possibilities and more!

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1825122.Gregory_Berns

