
TKA Summer Reading Challenge 2021
9th & 10th Grade

The TKA Summer Reading Challenge is an optional summer reading list created by our library and English
faculty. By participating, you will have the opportunity to write personalized, mini-reviews of these books
which may be featured on the library shelves for student-to-student recommendations. Please handwrite your
reviews by printing out the Shelf-Talker Summer Reading Review Form. For each review written (up to
5), you will be entered into the summer reading raffle with a variety of fun prizes! For example, five
reviews equals five raffle entries. So, keep your brain engaged over the summer break, bond with some of your
classmates over literature, and get featured on the shelves of the library!

Fiction:

● And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie
○ This author nearly defines the cozy murder mystery genre, and in this thriller visitors to a remote

island mansion quickly discover no way home, and begin dying one at a time.

● Cyrano De Bergerac by Rostand, Edmund
○ Originally written in French, this drama follows a love story that has both comedy and tragedy

and is referenced in modern literature and film nearly as often as Romeo and Juliet.

● The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee
○ By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for a wealthy Atlanta family. By

night, Jo is a newspaper advice columnist under the name “Miss Sweetie.”  When her column
becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, but she's
not prepared for the backlash that follows as her opponents clamor to uncover the secret identity
of Miss Sweetie.

● Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card.
○ In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government

agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender"
Wiggin is drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training. First in a series.
Contains some strong language.

● Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds.
○ Ghosts, guns, the ghetto and an award-winning novel in verse, Long Way Down follows Shawn,

whose older brother has been shot. Dead. Will feels a sadness so great, he can’t explain it. But he
won’t stand for this injustice in his neighborhood. Contains some strong language.

● The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
○ No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He

knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on
his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on
much else besides trouble with a vicious rival gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is
beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night
someone takes things too far.

https://www.tka.org/uploaded/Fall_Registration_Forms/Fall_2021/Shelf-Talker_Summer_Reading_Form_2021.pdf


● Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson
○ Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Every

day she rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school where she feels like an
outsider. An invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls isn’t
quite the inclusion she was looking for.

● You Bring the Distant Near by Mitali Perkins
○ Using humor and heart, this novel captures the immigrant experience for one Indian-American

family. Told in alternating teen voices across three generations, You Bring the Distant Near
explores sisterhood, first loves, friendship, and the inheritance of culture--for better or worse.
This book asks, "what does it mean to be American enough?" "What do you do when you are
torn between two cultures?"

Nonfiction:

● The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom
○ If you loved The Diary of Anne Frank, you will appreciate this story of survival during the Nazi

occupation of Poland. Corrie’s family were in Christian ministry and felt called to hide Jews in
their home. For this, they put their own lives in severe jeopardy.

● I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
○ On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was

shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected
her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey
from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At
sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

● Seabiscuit: An American Legend by Laura Hillenbrand
○ This horse was not built to race, but he was destined to surprise everyone. Seabiscuit was one of

the most electrifying and popular attractions in sports history and the single biggest newsmaker
in the world in 1938, receiving more coverage than FDR, Hitler, or Mussolini. But his success
was a surprise to the racing establishment, which had written off the crooked-legged racehorse
with the sad tail.

● Quiet by Susan Cain
○ A book about the power of introverts in a world that can’t stop talking. In Quiet, Susan Cain

argues that we dramatically undervalue introverts and shows how much we lose in doing so. She
charts the rise of the Extrovert Ideal throughout the twentieth century and explores how deeply it
has come to permeate our culture. One chapter takes place locally in Cupertino.

https://www.amazon.com/Malala-Yousafzai/e/B00EZMLL5W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

